Displacement

Such a hyvpothesis reaches full development with Freud’s model of the fune.
tioning of the ‘necronal apparatus’ i his "Project for a Scentitic Psychology'
{19304 {1895]): the ‘quantity” is displaced along pathways made up of neurongy
which tend towards a complete discharye only, in accordance with the *principle
of neuronal inertia™. The *total or pomary” process is defined by a displacemeny
of the whole of the encrgy from one idea 10 anather. So. in the formation of 4
svmptom—thart is, of a “mnemic symbol™ of the hysteric tvpe—"only the
distribution [of the quantity] has changed. Something has been udded to [the
idea] A which has heen subtracted from B. The pathological process is one of
displacement, such as we have come to know in dreams—d primary procesy
therefore’ {3} .

Displacement is alse to be observed in the sccondaty process®, but here jtg
range is limited and it only invoives small yuantitics of energy {3).

From the psychological point of view, an apparent vacillation on Freud's
part is noticeable as regards the extension that should be given to the term
‘displacement’, At times he contrasts displacement and conversion*: the
phenomenen of displacemenr occurs hetween different ideas, and is more
especially characteristic of obsessional neurosis (cf. Freud’s term *Verschiebungs-
ersatz'—the formation of a substitute by means of displacement); in conversion,
on the other hand, the affect is eliminated and the cathectic cnergy changes key
by passing from the realm of ideas to the somatie realm (25). At other times,
displacement would appear to be a general characteristic of all symptom-
formation; '. . . by means of extreme displacement [satisfaction] can be
restricted to one small detail of the entire libidinal complex’ (4a); to this extent,
therefore, conversion itself implies a displacement as, for example, in the case
of the displacement of genital pleasure 10 some other part of the body (45).

b. [t was especially in dreams that Freud demonstrated the function of
displacement, The comparisen of the manifest content of the dream with the
latent dream-thoughts reveals that their focus differs: the most important
clements of the latent content are represented by insignilicant details, which are
either recent {and often indifferent} events or else long-past events which have
already been the object of a displacement in childhood. From this descriptive
standpoint, Freud is led to make a distinction belween dreams which do and
dreams which de not involve displacement (3a). In the latter, “the different
elements were able to retain during the process of constructing the dream the
approximate place which they occupied in the dream-thoughts’ (55). Such a

distinction may appear surprising to those who wish to follow Freud in main-
taining that the characteristic mode of operation of unconscious mental pro-
cesses is free displacement. In point of fact, Freud does not deny that displace-
ments may affect each element of a dream: but in The Ineerpretation of Dreams
{19004) he usually employs the term ‘transference’ to designate. in the most
general sense, the transposition of psychical energy from one idea to another;
‘displacement’ he uses rather to refer to a descriptively striking phenomenon,
more noticeable in some dreams than in others, whose upshot is the shift in
focus of the whole emphasis of the dream which he calls ‘the transvaluation
of psychical values’ {6}

In the analysis of dreams, displacement is closely connected with the other
mechanisms of the dream-work®. First, it facilitates condensation® in so far as
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Displacement
displacement along two chains of associations Teads cventually to ideas or
.n.aﬂmm cx?a,ic:mf Formed at the intersection of the 1wo paths, Represent-
495[* too is made casier when a transition 1% nm_ninu, :H.B:m: Eum;n.mﬂws.r
wn?.mcz 4n abstract sdea and an equivajent lending itself 1o :m:m_:mm:o:,__:
this way psvehical inrerest is transformed into sensory intensity. _-_nu;,

: : b = - & . i i
secondary claboration® pursues the wark of displacement by subordinating 1t
{o its vwn ends,

* * *

Displacement has a clearly am_,n,:xm,..n ?5«:03 E the «_,:E:J_?HEEHSMW Hw
which the analyst encounters it: ina _n:c_?u. for instance, disp mrr_.d.m: e
the phobic object permits the objectivation, localisation and nc‘jr:z:w. 2
apxiety. In dreums, the relution between displacement and .:_n rw_._wo_,m.jm ._mﬁ.
such that the former may appear {0 bz ::w. result of the _p:n.n_u mﬂ_‘ﬂmozﬁ::
profult. We may assume, then. :::,gqnu_:-a.;ﬁ_unngnﬂ comes ~_, oca 1 ugh
the influence of the same censorship-that is, the cw:mﬂwm:i z. en oﬁw_ur o
defence’ (Sc) Essentially, however, .EmﬁEnoBm:T_: so far as ;,53_ L
conceived of as operating frecly—remains the surcst sign of the E_Emﬂ ?oomnmw
“The cathectic intensities [in the Ucs.j are much more mobile. By ﬂmn wﬁnm“‘im.
of displacement one deid may surrender to another its 4:0_0 @mo”_m Onwmﬂo%nu
(7). Morcover, these (wo theses arc not really in contradiction ,_...: ! one & _.nvmnm.
for the censorship does not provoke displacement save inasmuch ,,:_.. _.ﬂap.nmm i
certain ?nno:mnicm ideas which, by Gﬁnm drawn _E_u,» the csro:vr:ww : -
under the donunation of the laws of the primary process. 1_,46 nﬂumn? .d% u ﬁ
the mechanism of displacement for promoting Enmm.ignr are _:E mnms“
transient, or susceptible of integration into associative contexts very lar
removed from the defensive conflict, to 4 ?E:mmnm position. _

The ternt “displacement’ does not for Freud imply En.!:m_ﬂm cc.ﬂ__o.H Lc.w
particular type of associative connection- mc,nr ay association 3 ,wcﬂHwE w.mmm
associution by similarity —as characteristic of the chain along s_r:,: t _n _ﬁ__..CpP.:
of displacement operates. The linguist Roman Jakobson has, mo,}mf.m:.a o
justified in correlating the unconscious mechanisms anmo.:_uﬁa by _mn: ucu 1
rhetorical procedures of metaphor and 3083_3%.,?_.:& he To 5 to r:::
two fundamental poles of all language; he thus brings g_.wn__mr_mamn,ﬁ_ :wm.w. :
with metonymy, in which association is based upon no,u._:mczm., while = mnM.w
symbolism as corresponding to the metaphoric dimension s.r_r:r_w mo..wﬂ_._:mmn
mu_. the law of association by similasity (8). Jacques Lacan has taken Eu,__ i
suggestions and developed them, assimilating aﬁ?mnnawn.ﬁ to Ewﬂcﬂwam iy
condensation to metaphor (9); for Lacan, yc:éu Jesire _m.m:.E..E:. .:,:
mentaliv by the laws of the unconscious, and its nature is metonymic par
excellence.
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